Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000707060039-1 -~ STAT

ARTICLE ﬂ
ON RAGE =

WASHINGTON POST
23 November 1983

Weinberger Notes Gains in Streligth

By Fred Hiatt
Washington Post Staff Writer
Defense  Secretary Caspar W.
Weinberger said’ yesterday that the
an administration . has. made .
“substantial improvements® in US,
military strength, but he criticized

Congress- for—dragging its feet on -

funding the president’s full buildup.
- Before leaving town: last week;
Congress approved -a record. $2
billion - defense budget, ‘about - §11_
billion short of the administration's
request. :

The .Pentagon said. the budget

represents only 3 percent “real” an- .

nual growth—after inflation—com-
pared with the 7 percent sought by
President Reagan, and Weinberger

said congressional refusal {o fund the -

administration’s full request will end
up costing more. 2

“Wé have a situation in which
what we need, what's been author-
ized, what we wil| have to have, will
cost us more and will take us a little
longer to acquire,” Weinberger told a
Pentagon news conference. '

The Defense Department budget
has more than doubled from fiscal
1979, when it totaled $121 billion, to .
the fiscal 1934 budget of slightly less
than $250 billion. )

Neither total includes the military
construction bill, which this year ap-
propriated more-than $7 billion, or
the Energy Department appropria-

- §250 -

tion for nuclear weapons produétion,
more than §5 billion this year.
. “It’s not an arms race,” Weinber-
. ger said. “What we're engaging in is

.8 R T T
: The administration last summer,

™

- projected a defense budget of $321.5 -

billion for fiscal 1985. "Weinberger
- yesterday declined- to discuss - his °
 hopes for the coming fiscal year, but -
he left some’room for retreat from .

‘that total when he noted that infla-
tion rates have been lower than
projected. S
Navy Secretary John -F.-Lehman
Jr. also held & news conference yes-
:terday-to. clam cost savings ,in. con-
tracts and spare-parts purchases,
", Lehman said the Navy: recently
awarded $5.9 billion in contracts,
- spending - money -appropriated_ by
Congress just last week, and saved
8480 million compared with earlier
Navy budget estimates.

Lehman, who jawboned"‘_McDon-

oell Douglas last year to lower the
cost of F/A18 fighter jets, attributed
the lower costs to the Pentagon's
. increased emphasis on competition
in procurement.
But he said spare and repair parts

.. continue to be purchased mostly on

a “sole-source”” basis and to
more than they should.

.- To -illustrate that point, and de-
monstrate the: Navy's commitment

_COSt

- for &

-an_guempt to.. regain deterrent domba
SR ... T o attack’ plane—“thig

.+ down to-$45, he said,
. of cardboard” to $60. . - .

to solve the problem, Lehman dis-
played for the cameras a screwdriver
for which General Electric. has been
charging the Navy $780,"and a hood .
ier'’s scope on an A6~
his little: piece of
plastic,” Lehman "said—for which
Grumman was charging $1,800. The -
somewhat unusual screwdriver’ 5
and the “piece -

uestioned about recent CIA es-
timates that Soviet defense s
held steady between 1976 and 1982,
Weinberger said the United States
nonetheless cannot relax its efforts .

to increase its military strength.

“The. fact that there is an enor.’

mously large amount of money Eing

- spent by the Soviets for -their mil-

i machine each vear is not dis-

‘puted and .- .the fact that it's a

reat deal more than we're investin
is not disputed,” he said. “We don't
think we are in a situation where we
can in any sense slow down the re- . -
gaining of our military strength.”

Weinberger noted with satisfac-
tion that Congress has funded every
weapons system requested by Rea-
gan except nerve gas.

But he said stretching out the
procurement time and, in particular,
refusing to approve multiyear con-
tracts will increase the ultimate cost
of the buildup by hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. S
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